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CORRESPONDENCE 

The Editor, 
The Alpine Journal. 

SIR, 

22 Empire House, 
London, S.W.7. 
December 3, I 966. 

May I revert to the evening last October when Chris Bonington and 
Dougal Haston gave the Club their brilliant and moving account of the 
'Harlin route' on the Eiger? That is a very long time ago no\v, but it 
seems astonishing, and a great pity, that no voice of sufficient authority 
and standing \vas raised during the subsequent discussion, nor anY\vhere 
since, to question whether such enterprises, fantastically courageous 
and technically skilful as they are, fall within the scope of mountaineering 
proper, in the sense that the Club exists to guide, encourage and sustain 
it as a sport. 

The writer certainly could not protest, at that time and before such 
an audience; though, when he broached it in the less emotional atmo
sphere of the ante-room, and frequently else\vhere since, he found that 
almost all the fellow members to whom he spoke, including ex-Committee 
members and past Presidents, agreed with his serious doubts. 

On what do these rest ? 
I. The undertaking could not have been mounted at all but for the 

financial backing of the commercial press. 
2. The essential heavy equipment was, admittedly, taken to a point 

a third of the way up by train. 
3· From there, over a period of a whole month, relays of climbers, 

working a limited number of days, used the equipment to force an 
otherwise impossible route up the face and equip it \Vith an almost 
unbroken handrail of fixed ropes. 

4· Do\vn this and/or by abseils, members of the teams were able to 
descend at any time to the 'almost hysterical atmosphere' of a well
appointed hotel, which provided good meals, the comfort of a well 
heated room and a warm bed, a good wine-list, a dance band and the 
pleasures of female company. 

5. When sufficiently fed, rested and restored, jumars and the fixed 
ropes took them up again for a further stint of a few days. 

6. By this 'fragmented' method, in the end, a small number of these 
brave and tough young men, turning their backs even on death itself 
when their leader fell, risking their own lives to the acceptable limit 
and beyond, somehow struggled to the summit, exhausted and more or 
less severely frost-bitten. 

Such are the means and methods by which alone the abstract concept 
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of a direttissima could and can be realised. Few could fail to admire 
the courage, toughness, tenacity and fantastic technical skill displayed 
by those who took part in its almost incredible realisation. That, 
however, is an emotional reaction, and reason comes back with the 
fundamental question: where are the limits of legitimate climbing, 
and does such a performance in all honesty fall within them? 

The question surely needs answering, the more urgently if, in the 
opinion of the majority of the Club's members, the answer is quite likely, 
'No'. For it is probable that more valuable young lives will be mis
guidedly lost, incredibly agile and skilful limbs crippled, and disrepute 
be brought on the sport of mountaineering generally, simply for want 
of such answers. The argument that the Club has traditionally never 
expressed such an opinion e.g., in the case of the original Eiger climbs, 
etc., and the subsequent transformation of ' Strutt' into a dirty word
is far more reactionary than any reaction against untenable types of 
climbing. If this is, in the opinion of most members, such a type, the 
Club should long ago have expressed its disapproval, as the world's 
premier mountaineering body, with its wide influence as guide, philoso
pher and friend everywhere. And if the courage for such an 'untrad' 
step is lacking, should it not at least avoid as it would an avalanche slope 
the slightest word or action which might lead the world to believe that 
it condones, endorses or encourages this type of activity? 1 

Yours truly, 
HAROLD MEYER. 

The Editor, Chilbolton. 
The Alpine Journal. December 9, 1966. 

DEAR SIR, 

I am sorry that the author of the article on Japanese Mountaineering 
in the last Alpine Journal did not mention the name of Prince Chichibu. 
It is even more regrettable that no obituary notice of our Honorary 
Member was ever published in the A.J., though his death was recorded 
in A.J. 59· 86. 

The Prince will be remembered by many members of the O.U.M.C. 
in 1926-7 and it is worth recording that he asked to be an ordinary rather 
than an honorary member of the O.U.M.C. He climbed considerably 
in the Alps (sometimes with Yuko Maki), was an extremely active skier 
and a regular attendant at our meetings. 

He was elected an Honorary Member of the A. C. in 1928 (A.J. 40. 
179) and contributed an article on the Japanese Alps next year (A.J. 4I. 
8). When I was posted to Japan in 1941 I wrote to him. Within a week 

1 My own views on this climb, which differ froin Mr. Meyer's, will be found in 
my review of the book, Eiger Direct, supra, pp. 163-66. EDITOR. 
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of our arrival the attack on Pearl Harbor took place and we were interned. 
I nevertheless received some clandestine messages from H.I.H. These 
were rather pathetic, because, as I learned on arrival in Tokyo, he was 
himself under a sort of house arrest, owing to his strong disapproval of 
the actions of the Japanese Government. We were never able to meet. 

His membership of the Alpine Club ceased in I 94I. He '\vas immensely 
gratified to be re-elected in 1952 (A.J. 58. 406) but, alas, lived only a 
few months to enjoy the honour. 

Brought up in all the aura of sanctity of the Japanese court, it was a 
considerable achievement for him to accustom himself to British 
informality, and the 0. U.M. C. helped him much towards this. The effect 
endured, as was shown by his courageous stand in the early forties. 

The Editor, 
The Alpine Journal 

SIR, 

Yours truly, 
DouGLAS BusK. 

59, Chester Row, 
London, S.W.I. 

I8th January, I967. 

I was very interested to read in the November number of the A.J. 
an account of the successful Scottish Expedition to the Coast Range of 
British Columbia in I965. 

But as you pointed out in your footnote it was incorrect to say 'hitherto 
there had been no expedition from Britain to visit the Coast Range'. 
The first expedition, organised by Sir Norman Watson, left this country 
for Canada in the spring of I934· 

If the author of the above article is interested in the activities of that 
expedition he should be able to obtain information about it from among 
the following sources: papers to the Alpine Club (A.J. 47· 75); the 
Royal Geographical Society; the Scottish Geographical Society ( 2) ; 
the Ski Club of Great Britain (S.C.G.B. Year Book, vol. 8, no. I6); two 
issues of the Illustrated London News (spring 1934); the Geographical 
Magazine, vol. 1, no. 2; and the files of many daily newspapers of that 
year, including despatches, a leader and a 'turnover' in The Times and 
despatches in the Glasgow Herald. 

The expedition was also described in several books, particularly 
L£ving Dangerously (Alien and Unwin) and Round Mystery Mountain 
(Arnold). The latter deals entirely with the history of the Coast Range 
and the I 934 expedition. I hope that there will not be another interval 
of over thirty years before an expedition from this country again visits 
that magnificent and exciting mountain region. 

Yours, etc. 
E. B. BEAUMAN. 
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